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SUBJECT: VISIT OE POLISH NATIONAL BANK PRESIDENT BIEN TO THE 
UNITED STATES 

REF: (A) WARSAW 6957 (B) STATE 184466 

1. POST WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT PASSING EOLLOWING 
MESSAGE TO FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD CHAIRMAN MILLER AND 
EXPORT-IMPORT BANK CHAIRMAN MOORE. 

2. 1 CALLED ON DR. WITOLD BIEN, PRESIDENT OE THE NATIONAL 
BANK OE POLAND AT 1 1 :A.M. AUGUST 16 BOTH TO OEEER MY 
ASSISTANCE ON HIS FORTHCOMING VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES 
(HE LEAVES ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 19) AND ALSO TO EMPHASIZE 
OUR INTEREST IN GOP COOPERATION IN PROVIDING DETAILED 
DATA ON POLAND'S EINANCIAL SITUATION BY RESPONDING TO 
THE QUESTIONS WHICH WE HAD PRESENTED TO VICE MINISTER 
OE EINANCE KRZAK ON AUGUST II (REE A). 

3. BIEN HAD JUST RETURNED EROM VACATIONM HE SAID HE HAD NOT 

SEEN THE QUESTIONS WE HAD GIVEN TO KRZAK, ALTHOUGH 

HE HAD BEEN INFORMED ABOUT THEM. I THEREEORE GAVE 

HIM TWO ADDITIONAL COPIES. HIS INITIAL REACTION 

WAS THAT IT IS A VERY LONE LIST BUT THAT HE WOULD 
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BE GLAD TO DISCUSS OUR REQUEST WITH EEDERAL RESERVE 
BOARD CHAIRMAN WILLIAM MILLER. AS WAS THE CASE WITH 
KRZAK, BIEN MADE NO PROMISES ALTHOUGH HE IMPLIED 
THAT SOME OE THE INEORMATION WOULD BE AVAILABLE. 

HE ALSO JOKED ABOUT THE UNRELIABILITY OE STATISTICS 
AND HOW MISLEADING THEY COULD BE. 
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4. 1 EXPLAINED WHY WE WERE ASKING EOR INFORMATION - TO 
HELP US CONSIDER POLISH REQUESTS EOR ADDITIONAL EI- 
NANCIAL ASSISTANCE, ESPECIALLY EOR GRAIN CREDITS THIS 
FALL UNDER CCC PROGRAM. I NOTED THAT THE US CON- 
GRESS WAS NOW CONSIDERING LEGISLATION WHICH MIGHT RE- 
VISE THE TERMS EOR CCC CREDITS BUT THAT THE EMBASSY 
DID NOT HAVE DETAILS. WE WERE THEREEORE UNABLE TO 
COMMENT ON HOW THE DRAFT LEGISLATION MIGHT AEEECT 
POLAND IF IT BECOMES LAW. 

5. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION, BIEN SAID THAT THE FAVOR- 
ABLE TRENDS EVIDENT IN POLISH FOREIGN TRADE DURING THE 
FIRST QUARTER OE 1978 - A DECREASE IN IMPORTS AND 

AN INCREASE IN EXPORTS - HAD CONTINUED DURING 
THE SECOND QUARTER AND, HE BELIEVED, THROUGH THE EIRST 
SEVEN MONTHS OE THIS YEAR, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT HAVE 
SPECIEIC EIGURES ON HAND. HOWEVER, HE REITERATED 
THAT IT WAS NOT SUEEICIENT. 

6. BIEN WAS VERY AMENABLE AND EORTHCOMING DURING OUR 
CONVERSATION OF ABOUT 45 MINUTES AND WAS OBVIOUSLY 
LOOKING EORWARD TO HIS AMERICAN VISIT. IT SHOULD 
ROVIDE AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO CONTINUE THE 
EINANCIAL INEORMATION DIALOGUE WHICH BEGAN WITH 
KISIEL'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON IN DECEMBER. I 

NOTE THAT THE FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD WAS NOT REPRE- 
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SENTED AT THE MEETING WHICH DRAETED THE LIST OF 
QUESTIONS IN REF (B) AND SUGGEST THAT THE DEPART- 
MAY WANT TO BRIEE CHAIRMAN MILLER ON THIS 
SUBJECT OE IT HAS NOT ALREADY DONE SO. 

SCHAUEELE 
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